Between good and evil 

Talkshow, March 11th, 2008 

Talkshow topic: Gipsies in Romania or Romanians’ Problems with Gipsies in Romania

Guests:

Nicolae Păun – president of the Roma Party

George Pruteanu – professor, PhD in Philology, translator, literary critic, essayist

Vasile Ionescu – president of the Roma Association (Roma who manufacture cauldrons)

Florin Tănase Cioabă – king; he stands for the traditional part of the Roma Ethnic Group

Delia Grigore – doctor in ethnology 

Host: Liviu Mihaiu

LM: Sirs, I’d like to ask you a question: how do you want to be called: Roma or Gipsies?

VI: We must be called only the way we want and we want to be called by the word ‘Rom. Because we are Roma and you are gagii. (Note: gagii is the plural of the word used in the Romani language to refer to Romanians).
GP: I want to say that I’ve been deeply unsatisfied with the solution that has been adopted, even at the high level, at the official level, of taking this word Rom from the Gipsy language and of officially using it. The word Rom refers to the idea of person or human being in the Gipsy language. We refer to no people, no nation by using the word from their language. For instance, Dutch people call themselves Niderlenden [sic], but we call them Dutch, Frenchmen call themselves Français, but we call them French, so Gypsies can definitely use the word Rom in their conversations, in their publications or in their TV shows, but it makes no sense in imposing it on us because this has brought about prejudice, confusions and million people, hundreds of millions of people all over the world don’t have any knowledge of either etymology or linguistics and they make a quick connection between Roma and Romania as the ending ania is , of course,…

LM: But it’s not illegal to call you Gipsies, is it?

VI: It’s a recommendation.

GP: Still it has become a sort of political correctness, I heard people, serious people, endowed with intelligence, say that: Somebody is Gipsy and then they quickly take back their words as if they had made a mistake: Sorry, Rom. That’s stupid. Mr. Vasile Ionescu expressed his opinion very directly: Because this is how we want to be called, but we speak Romanian…

VI: We have this word from our ancestors...

GP: It has nothing to do with that. Neither an ethnic minority nor a people can force another people to accept a language.  

LM: Let’s take turns when talking. We are having this problem.

NP: I’ve got just a short intervention. With all due respect, Mr. George Pruteanu said at a certain point that million people can make a confusion regarding the denomination Rom – Romania. Il means that these million people don’t know the history of Romania.

GP: Hundreds of millions of people, hundreds of millions of people.

NP: If so, this is bad.

GP: If they don’t know the history of Romania, they don’t know the history of their own country either.

LM: I heard that, after having put forward this recommendation when the Minister of the Foreign Affairs was, if I remember correctly, Petre Roman, a delegation...

FC: May I...

LM: Yes.

FC: First of all, it’s very stupid that somebody should tell us how to be called, a human right is violated here, since we are citizens of Romania and we have equal rights and we want to be called as we choose. I don’t think he would accept that, starting from tomorrow, he would be called Cioaba, sorry for that...

LM: Yes, yes, yes…

FC: I’ll go on with my idea, and maybe he doesn’t know that Roma aren’t called like this only in Romania, but all over the world, in America, in Antarctica and everywhere and the term used is Rom and not Gipsy. Why do we want this name? Because this name started being used after the revolution...

VI: It seems forbidden to use the word Gipsy which reminds of the Holocaust. Romania will probably fall into the same pattern because the word is detrimental not only because it used to define the slave status, but also because...

LM: It comes from Greek, if I remember correctly...

DG: It is necessary to know the etymology of the words Gipsy and Rom. As someone was saying, antiganos meant in middle Greek untouchable, an outcast, referring to the members excluded from the society and then, in old Romani atigan meant slave; so the word has a deeply negative connotation and it’s ethnically unscientific since we aren’t talking about a minority, but about a social status.  

